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Valedictorian: Prince Abimah 

Salutatorian: Inasia Belton  
By: Decontee Matthew and Bianca Dodson  

Inasia Belton has been a student at University High School for six years.  Her achievements reflect in her grades, she is a hardworking young lady who has maintained a 4.02.  She took time 

out of her schedule to answer a few questions for us.  

So Inasia, how did you maintain your grades? 

 

ñI maintained them by always asking for help when I was confused by topics given.ò 

 

Your GPA is a 4.02. Wow it must have been difficult to handle stress. So how`d you do it? 

 

ñI handled my stress by talking to my friends who were in the same situations so I didn't feel alone.  Also, I would take breaks and 

watch YouTube or Netflix, then go back to the issue with a different outlook.ò 

 

How did you avoid distractions? 

ñI avoided them by surrounding myself with like minded people and remembering that I have goals are important to me.ò 

 

How did you stay organized? 

 

ñPlanner. Planner. Planner. They help sooo much and it feels good checking off tasks. I didn't not have much free time because I liked 

to keep busy with clubs and sports.ò  

 

Did you have a lot of down time? If so what did you do? 

 

ñI didn't not have much free time because I liked to keep myself busy with clubs and sports.ò 

 

Do you have any tips for the incoming freshmen or any of the other classes? 

 

ñ1. Get a planner and be consistent. 

2. Find a good support system and surround yourself with people who have serious goals like you. 

3. Make strong relationships with teachers/administrators/faculty because it helps you in the long run. 

4. Try hard Freshman year. It pays off.ò 

 

Her hard work will pay off and help her with her college career! We wish Inasia good luck in her future!  

Universityôs Prince 
By, Nefertiti Cooper and Shamonique Attwater 

 

 

With a name like óPrinceô University High School senior, Prince Abimah sure does have a reputation to uphold. Thereôs two months 

before graduation and Prince is in first place to be Valedictorian of Class of 2018. In the words of Drake: ñI wanna prove that I'm 

number one over [everyone] Being number two is just being the first to lose.ò 

Prince is my very close friend, and a very hard man to get in contact with. The soon-to-be valedictorian is always busy leading the 

school, but I was able to sit down with him and get some answers on questions weôve all been wondering. Although senior year is 

rapidly coming to an end, last minute slip-ups couldôve kept him from the Number One spot. I asked Prince to share with me how he 

felt about this academic competition and if he was worried about losing to Inasia. He confidently assured me that, ñNo, Inasia al-

ways triggers competition because we are .2 decimal places away, and she is someone I need to look out for, however everything is 

pretty much finalized. She was number one, and I was two but I took her spot because of my work ethic, and whatever Iôve done to 

make sure that Iôm ahead. There's no turning back, my grades keep getting better, my GPA keeps getting higher. I put in the work 

this year to keep my spot and go higher than I ever expected to be.ò 

 

With a very strong work ethic, and determination as great as Prince we should definitely be praising him for what he has done, and what he has accom-

plished. The statistics of males in high school let alone graduating is very low. I asked Prince how he feels being a young African American male from Newark 

graduating as Valedictorian of his high school? ñIt feels pretty good. You don't really get a lot of male valedictorians, the last being Jordané 3,4 years later it's 

been girls ever since. And you know being African American weather it be male or female can do anything good for themselves but this just goes to show that, 

whatever you put your mind to you can accomplish it.ò The African American males in our community need to be inspired and encouraged by this great example 

Prince. 

As smart as Prince is, I expected him to love all his classes because learning must come with ease, but he says he doesn't really have a favorite subject. 

Yet, if he had to choose, scienceé specifically physics or biology.. Math is also incorporated in science as well. I also expected Prince to be some sort of Einstein 

scientist or mathematician. I asked him about his future goals? And to my surprise he said, ñI'm currently confused in life, so I really don't know my future goals, 

but what I'm doing now is only going to progress as I move into college, there's a lot of habits that I know I need to drop before going to college, but I know if i 

accomplished what I did even with these habits, there's a lot more I know I can do. My future goal in a sense is to be a better version of myself as I step into col-

lege.ò  
In addition to academics Prince is a very talented African dancer. I asked Prince if he planned to continue dancing with the ALA dance  ñYes I do, but we aren't the same 

because everyone is busy but I do plan to continue dancing and branding myself and performing with African Artists. I performed at Apollo and Hammerstein Ballroom in New 

York. Theyôre all big theaters and the reputation that I have now mostly comes from dancing. I'm going to continue doing what I do because it's also what I love to do.ò We all know 

how challenging it can be juggling school with outside activities such as a job, a sport, or hobby.  

Ironically, Prince will not be the only valedictorian graduate in his family. His sister Eunice graduated University High School Class of 2014 as valedictorian of her class as 

well. Did you feel as though you had a reputation to uphold considering your sister graduated as valedictorian years prior? ñI did, I only did because of my mom. If she never said 

ñYour sister graduated valedictorian, so you have to tooò, I would have never been pressed. For the record, when I came in freshman year I never had the intentions on working to be 

valedictorian, I was just working to work for myself. Everything I do, I do for myself; I don't do it to get an award letter from somebody or to please somebody else. But my mom is 

that little voice in the back of my head that I listen to.ò 

In addition to his motherôs expectations, Prince has high expectations to hold during school as well. With the title valedictorian, comes the role leader. Do you feel pres-

sured to always be on your Pôs and Qôs as ñleader of the schoolò? ñNo, because one I'm not the leader of the school. But if other people see me as leader of the school I guess itôs my 

job to lead as example. Sometimes I walk the halls, I do everything like a regular student, you just have to know your boundaries, know when you can and when you canôt. I don't 

feel pressured because Iôm always going to be myself, Iôm not going to act like the leader of the school because somebodyôs calling me that. If Iôm doing what I do and others view 

me as the leader of the school, that's what it is.ò 

 
Do you get annoyed when people refer to you as ñleader of the schoolò? 

ñYes I do, because I don't know who appointed me leader of the school, it wasnôt Mr.Mendez but I mean I just get annoyed because people donôt realize I don't do anything different 

from them, so I guess everyone is the leader of the school; expect opportunities when they come my way, if everyone took opportunities everyone could be leader but I guess people 

feel like Iôm better than everyone, Iôm just tired of school and ready to go.ò Arenôt we all Prince? Prince has demonstrated hard work, dedication, and determination all four years of 

his high school career. As a result, he is placed on the high pedestal for others to admire and hopefully use as their inspiration to push toward their own version of greatness when the 

time comes.   
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